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MR, YOUNG Wl cone, | adies and gentl enen.
Good evening, if you wll take a seat we will begin
our formal presentation for the public hearing. Thank
you.

CGood evening, |adies and gentlenen. M nane is
Ri chard Young. | amthe District Project Devel opnent
Engi neer for the Fourth District of the State of
Fl ori da, Departnment of Transportation. This hearing
is relative to the potential replacenent of the New
Ri ver CSX Railroad Bascule Bridge in the City of Fort
Lauder dal e, Broward County.

Here with ne tonight are M. Ray Hol zwei ss,
Proj ect Manager with District 4, M. Karl Peterson,
our Consul tant Project Manager wi th Jacobs
Engi neering, and we have many ot her representatives of
the FDOT and consul tant project team

At this time, we'd |ike to recogni ze any
federal, state, county, or city officials who may be
present tonight. And |I know we do have Evel yn Snart
of the US Coast CGuard, our |ead federal agency for
this project.

Are there any other officials here tonight that
woul d i ke to be recogni zed?

(No response from audi ence.)

MR, YOUNG Ckay. Seeing none, then if we can
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dimthe lights we'll begin our presentation.

(Power Poi nt Presentation begins with unknown
voi ce speaking.)

Wl conme to the Public Hearing for the New River
CSX Rai |l road Bascul e Bridge Project Devel opnent and
Envi ronnment, or PD&E, Study.

This Public Hearing is being held in accordance
with Chapter 23 of the United States Code 128; Title
40 of the Code of Federal Regulations parts 1500
t hrough 1508; Title 23 of the Federal Regul ations part
117; the Federal Aid H ghway Act of 1968 as amended,
and Florida Statute 339.155. Public participationis
solicited without regard to race, color, national
origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or famly
st at us.

The Fl orida Departnment of Transportation is
required to conply with various non-discrimnation
| aws and regul ations, including Title 6 of the G vil
Ri ghts Act of 1964. Persons wi shing to express their
concerns about Title 6 may do so by contacting either
of the persons indicated on this screen.

This project is |located just west of Interstate
95 between State Road 84 and Davie Boulevard in the
City of Fort Lauderdal e, Florida.

More specifically, the subject bridge is
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| ocated within the railroad corridor where it crosses
the South Fork of the New River

The purpose of this PD&E study is to identify
all reasonabl e and feasible alternatives for
rehabilitating or replacing the existing railroad
bri dge.

Thi s study eval uates the engi neering aspects
associated with the rehabilitation and repl acenent
alternatives as well as the social and cultural
i npacts and inpacts to the natural and physi cal
envi ronnent .

Because the railroad corridor is owned by the
State of Florida and the subject bridge crosses a
navi gabl e wat erway, this PD&E study is being conducted
by the Florida Departnment of Transportation, or FDOT,
in coordination with the United States Coast Guard.

The transportation anal ysis process frequently
begins with a planning study that noves into a project
devel opnent and environnent phase. Fromthere, the
proj ect goes into design, right-of-way acquisition
and then construction. Utimtely, the conpleted
project enters the maintenance phase.

The project is currently in the Project
Devel opnment and Environnment, or PD&E, phase. There

are three primary conponents of a PD&E study. These
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are engi neering, environnmental, and public
i nvol venent .

The CSX Railroad Bascul e Bridge was built in
1926 as part of the Mam extension of the Seaboard
Air Line Railroad system The first train to cone
t hrough Fort Lauderdal e on the Seaboard Air Line
Rai | road was the Orange Bl ossom Special on January 8,
1927.

In 1995, a program began to add a second track
to inprove Tri-Rail service. A new 55-foot high
fi xed-span bridge over the South Fork of the New River
was constructed in 2007 as part of this double
tracking program During the construction of this
hi gh-1evel bridge, additional structural supports were
added to the original CSX bascule bridge to enhance
its safety and stability.

This bridge study is being conducted because
t he existing bridge does not neet current design
standards and it is showi ng signs of fatigue. In
addition, it does not neet the United States Coast
GQuard's m ni mum hori zontal navigation cl earance
requirenment for this location. In summary, this
bridge is nore than 84 years old and is near the end
of its serviceable |life resulting in grow ng

operational and navigational safety concerns. These
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facts constitute the project's "purpose and need"; a
key el enment of the PD&E process.

CSX typically operates seven to ten freight
trains per day in this corridor. The adjacent
hi gh-1evel, fixed-span bridge used by Tri-Rail and
Antrak cannot be utilized by CSX freight trains
because the approaches to this bridge are too steep
for their freight trains in this area of the country.
Therefore, the existing bascule bridge provides the
only feasible route for CSX south of Fort Lauderdal e.
An agreenent between FDOT and CSX requires that FDOT
all ow for continued freight train operations wthin
this corridor during all nmaintenance and construction
activities.

The | evel of environmental review for this PD&E
study is an Environnental Assessnent, or EA. The EA
is being conducted in accordance with both the FDOT' s
PD&E Manual and the United States Coast Guard's "Tools
for Decision Mking: Environnment Considerations,” and
in conpliance with the National Environnmental Policy
Act of 1969.

Now, we will review the key engi neering aspects
consi dered during this PD&E study.

The National Environnmental Policy Act of 1969,

or NEPA, requires that a no-build, or no action,
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al ternative be considered along with all reasonabl e
build alternatives. For this study, a rehabilitation
alternative was al so eval uat ed.

Under the No-Build Alternative, no inprovenents
to the existing bridge or track configuration would be
made. Only regular routine naintenance activities
woul d be perforned.

The advantages of the No-Build Alternative are
that there would be no inpacts to natural or physical
resources in the project area as a result of
construction and that the subject bridge, which is
eligible for historic listing, would remain inits
current | ocation.

The di sadvantages are that this alternative
does not neet the project's Purpose and Need.
Specifically, the No-Build Alternative would not
i nprove the existing structural deficiencies and the
existing bridge will continue to violate the
hori zontal navigation clearance requirenent.
Furthernore, as the bridge continues to age,
operational concerns will likely increase along with
t he costs of nmintenance.

Anot her alternative considered is the
rehabilitation of the existing bridge. This

alternative would require extended cl osures of the
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exi sting bridge which would inpact CSX train traffic.
In order to maintain freight traffic in this corridor,
this alternative would require a tenporary novabl e
bridge approxinmately 35 feet west of the existing
bridge | ocati on.

The advantage of the Rehabilitation Alternative
is that it would allow the existing bridge, which has
been determned to be eligible for historic |isting,
to remain inits current |ocation

The di sadvantages of this alternative are the
costs, which are greater than several of the build
alternatives due to the need for a tenporary bridge,
and the limted useful life of the rehabilitated
bridge. |In addition, the 70 foot horizontal
navi gati on clearance required by the United States
Coast Guard woul d not be net.

Several Build Alternatives were devel oped
during the course of this study. These alternatives
include: A high-level fixed span bridge; a tunnel; a
SW ng-span bridge; a bascule bridge, a rolling lift
bridge; and a vertical lift bridge.

The fixed span bridge, the tunnel and the
SW ng-span bridge alternatives were quickly elimnated
fromfurther consideration. The fixed-span bridge and

the tunnel alternatives were elimnated due to

f Toll Free: 800.211.3376
Facsimile: 954.331.4418

Suite 1300

E S l IRE 515 East Las Olas Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

an Alexander Gallo Company www.esquiresolutions.com




© 00 N oo o1~ W DN PP

N I N N N N o o e e o o o L =
o A W N P O © ® N O O b W N P O

PUBLI C MEETI NG January 25, 2011

10
excessi ve physical and environnental inpacts as well
as costs. The sw ng-span bridge was elimnated due to
t he physical limtations of the inmedi ate area and the
wat er way.

As a result, the feasible build alternatives
were determ ned to be the vertical lift bridge, the
rolling Iift bridge and the bascul e bridge.

Phot ogr aphs and renderings of each feasible
build alternative bridge-type are provided on display
boards at tonight's Public Hearing. This is a
graphi cal representation of a vertical lift bridge.

The existing bridge is arolling-lift bridge.
This is a graphical representation of this type of
bri dge.

And, this is a graphical representation of a
bascul e bri dge.

To maintain freight rail traffic in the
corridor, the existing bridge nmust remain in place
while the new bridge is constructed. To allow for
m nimal interference, the new novable bridge and
rail road tracks woul d be | ocated approxi mately 35 feet
to the west of the existing bridge.

The advant ages of the Feasible Build
Al ternatives include addressing the structural

deficiencies of the existing bridge and increasing the
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hori zontal navigation clearance to 70 feet as required
by the United States Coast Guard. The di sadvant ages
of the Feasible Build Alternatives are environnental
i mpacts that will be discussed later in this
presentation.

At this tinme, FDOT is recomrendi ng that the
Feasible Build Alternatives (vertical lift, rolling
lift, or bascule bridge) be selected as the Preferred
Alternative. A final bridge-type would be determ ned
during the design phase.

In addition to addressing the structural
deficiencies of the existing bridge, the Preferred
Alternative wll inprove the horizontal navigationa
clearances at this river crossing. The fender system
will also be repositioned in order to take advantage
of the natural river channel at this location and to
enhance the flow of marine traffic in the area.

The existing bridge remai ns open nost of the
time. Wen this bridge is in the open position, the
vertical clearance is unlimted. However, the
vertical clearance of the adjacent Interstate 95 and
Tri-Rail fixed span bridges is limted to 55 feet.
When the existing bridge is in the closed position,
the vertical clearance above the water is

approxi mately 2 feet.
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The Preferred Alternative would be simlar to
the existing bridge in that the future bridge wll
remain in the open position nost of the tinme with
unlimted vertical clearance. However, the vertica
cl earance of the Preferred Alternative will be 6 feet
when the bridge is in the closed position; 4 feet nore
than the current condition.

Next, we will review the environnental analyses
conpl eted during this PD&E study.

Protection of our natural environment is always
a priority for the FDOT; therefore environnental
eval uations are a major part of the PD&E process.

The environnmental anal ysis considers two
principal areas: Inpacts to the social and cul tural
environnment and i npacts to the natural and physi cal
environnent. Key conponents of each of these areas
are shown here.

The environnental analysis for this PD&E study
finds that the proposed action will not adversely
affect any of the social or cultural resources with
the exception of the existing bridge which has been
determ ned to be a historic resource.

A Cultural Resource Assessnent Survey was
conpl eted as part of this PD& study. This docunent

conplies with the requirenents of the Nationa

f Toll Free: 800.211.3376
Facsimile: 954.331.4418

Suite 1300

E S l IRE 515 East Las Olas Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

an Alexander Gallo Company

www.esquiresolutions.com




© 00 N oo o1~ W DN PP

N I N N N N o o e e o o o L =
o A W N P O © ® N O O b W N P O

PUBLI C MEETI NG January 25, 2011

13
Hi storic Preservation Act, Executive Order 11593, and
t he Departnent of Transportation Act.

The existing railroad bridge was determ ned to
be eligible for listing in the National Register of
Hi storic Places due to the unique bridge type which is
not often found in Florida. The State Historic
Preservation Oficer, Gty of Fort Lauderdale, Broward
County Historical Comm ssion, and | ocally affected
parties were consulted throughout the project.

Section 106 is part of the National Hi storic
Preservation Act of 1966 that requires federal
agencies to take into account the effects that their
activities and prograns have on significant historic
properties. Since the subject bridge was determ ned
to be eligible for listing in the National Register of
Hi storic Places, it is considered a significant
hi storic property.

The Section 106 process requires public
consul tation when significant historic properties are
i nvolved. To achieve this, a Cultural Resources
Conmmttee, or CRC, was established to reviewthe
potential effects and possible mtigation options for
the existing bridge. Through the CRC, the possibility
of relocating the existing bridge to an off-site

| ocation has been explored. FDOT will continue to
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work with the CRC and the State Historic Preservation
O ficer on a preservation alternative for the existing
bri dge.

The environnental analysis for this PD&E study
finds that the proposed action will have only m nor
i npacts to some of the natural and physi cal
envi ronnment conponents surrounding the project site.

This project is located in an Environnental
Protecti on Agency, or EPA, air quality attai nment area
which is not in violation of any air quality
standards. No long-terminpacts were identified for
t he proposed project. Construction inpacts will be
mtigated in accordance with state and | oca
regul ati ons and the FDOT Standard Specifications for
Road and Bridge Construction.

A noi se and vibration inpact assessnent was
conducted for this project, consistent with the Noise
Control Act of 1972 and Federal Transit Adm nistration
and the Federal Railroad Adm nistration guidelines.
Long-term noi se and vibration resulting fromthis
project are projected to be bel ow the established
impact criteria. 1In order to mnimze short-term
noi se i npacts associated with construction activities,
the contractor will foll ow FDOT Standard

Speci fications for Road and Bridge Construction.
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An anal ysis of inpacts to floodplains was
conducted consistent with Executive Order 11988. This
anal ysis revealed that this project will not encroach
on existing floodplains. Inpacts to wetlands were
consi dered in accordance with Executive O der 11990.
This analysis indicates that this project will have
m nor inpacts to surroundi ng wetl ands; however, these
inpacts will not require mtigation.

An anal ysis of Essential Fish Habitat was
conpl eted and no inpacts were identified. Further,
the project is not located within any Critical Habitat
or Habitat Areas of Particular Concern. A seagrass
survey was conducted during this study and no
prot ected seagrass species were identified.

Addi ti onal seagrass surveys w |l be conducted during
t he design phase prior to permtting to ensure the
protected seagrass are not present. Prior to the
start of construction, the staging of construction
barges will be supervised to ensure that seagrasses
that may be present in the area are not inpacted.

An Endanger ed Speci es Bi ol ogi cal Assessnent was
prepared. This report found that the proposed project
may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, the
West -1 ndi an Manatee and the Wod stork. To ensure

adequat e protection of nmanatees, the Florida Fish and
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Wl dlife Conservation Conm ssion's Standard Manatee
Conditions for In-Water Work will be inplenented
during construction. A re-evaluation of potenti al
i mpacts to the Wod stork will be conducted during the
desi gn phase and prior to permtting to identify
appropriate mtigation, if necessary.

A Contam nation Screening Eval uati on Report was
prepared for the study area. This report identifies
sites along the project corridor which contain, or
have the potential to contain, hazardous or regul ated
subst ances; and which may require further
i nvestigation. Additional field screening will be
performed prior to construction

Consistent with the requirenents of the United
St ates Coast CGuard, an analysis of inpacts to
navi gabl e wat erways was conpleted. No adverse inpacts
to navi gabl e waterways were identified. 1In fact, the
preferred alternative will inprove the horizonta
navi gation cl earance and i nprove the vertica
cl earance when the bridge is in the cl osed position.

During construction, the contractor will be
required to coordinate with the United States Coast
Guard on any bridge and wat erway cl osures, any
activities that could reduce navi gati onal clearances,

and barge placenent. As part of the new bridge
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construction, navigational |ighting, clearance gauges,
and fenders will be install ed.

Next, we will review the Public Invol venent
activities perforned during this PD&E study.

To date, public involvenent for this project
i ncluded the project kick-off neeting in July 2009;
the alternatives public workshop in Novenber 2009; and
nmeetings with various stakehol der groups throughout
the project. This evening's Public Hearing is being
conducted to afford persons the opportunity to express
their views concerning the |ocation, conceptua
desi gn, and potential inpacts associated with the
proposed i nprovenents.

For this project, the FDOT anticipates no need
for additional right-of-way and no residential or
busi ness relocations. |If this changes at sone tine in
the future, and if you are required to nake any type
of nove as a result of a FDOT project, you can expect
to be treated in a fair and hel pful manner, in
conpliance with the Uniform Rel ocati on Assi stance Act
of 1970, and in accordance with Florida Statute
330. 09.

This PD&E Study is scheduled to be conpleted in
Spring 2011. The Design phase is scheduled to be

conpleted in the Spring of 2012. Final environnental
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and permt approval are anticipated in Sunmer 2012.
Construction is anticipated to begin in Summer 2013.

No final decision has been nmade regarding the
preferred alternative, and no decision will be made
until after all public coments have been received and
anal yzed. At this tine, the FDOT has tentatively
selected the Feasible Build Alternatives (vertical
lift, rolling lift, or bascule bridge) as the
"Preferred Alternative' with a final bridge type
sel ection to be made during the design phase.

You can nmake conments on this project in
several ways. You may conplete a speaker card and
voi ce your conments during this evening's public
response session. You may provide your comments to
the court reporter present at this evening s hearing.
And, you may conplete a coment formthat can be
obtained at the sign-in table at this evening' s
hearing. These conmment forms nay be placed in the
comment box or mailed within 10 days to M. Ray
Hol zwei ss, P.E., Project Manager, Florida Departnent
of Transportation, District 4, 3400 West Commerci al
Boul evard, Fort Lauderdal e, Florida 33309.

Al ternatively, you can e-nmail your comments to M.
Hol zwei ss at ray. hol zwei ss@lot . state. fl. us.

Al'l submttals nust be postnarked by February
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4, 2011 in order to be included in the Oficial Public
Heari ng Record.

If you would like nore information about this
study, please speak to one of the project
representatives this evening. You may also visit the
project website at www. Rai | RoadBri dgeOver NewRi ver. com

On behal f of the Florida Departnent of
Transportation, we want to thank you for attending
tonight's Public Hearing. Your comments are an
i nportant part of the PD&E Study process. W hope you
find tonight's hearing hel pful and informative, and we
| ook forward to receiving your coments.

MR YOUNG At this tinme anyone desiring to
meke a statenent or present witten views and/or
exhibits relative to the |ocation, conceptual design
soci oeconom c effects or inpact on the environnment as
a result of this project will now have the opportunity
to do so. This is an opportunity for you to formally
present your coments, opinions, and ideas about the
project for the permanent record. W ask that you
[imt your comments to three mnutes and if you have
addi ti onal coments, you nay continue after everyone
el se has had the opportunity to cooment. We will have
staff available after the comment period to address

any questions one-on-one.
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If you' re hol ding speaker cards, please pass
your cards to the aisle and our staff will collect
them And if you have not received a card and wish to
speak, please raise your hand and our staff wll
provi de you with one.

Are there any el ected public officials here who
woul d |i ke to speak?

(No response from audi ence.)

MR. YOUNG And are there any officials
representing state, local or federal governnent
agencies who would like to nake a comment at this
tinme?

(No response from audi ence.)

MR. YOUNG Ckay. At this tinme we'll call on
t hose who have turned in cards. And when you cone
forward, please state your nane and address. And if
you represent an organi zation, municipality, or other

public entity, we would appreciate that information as

wel | .

Pl ease use the m crophone over here so our
reporter will be sure to get a conplete record of your
comments. Just speak naturally. The volume will be

adjusted so that the rest of us can hear you.
The first card that | have here is Kit Denison.

MR. DENI SON: Good evening. Can you hear ne
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all right?

MR, YOUNG Yes

MR. DENISON: My nane is Kit Denison. |['ve
been here in Fort Lauderdale, as many of you probably
know, since the late '40s when our famly noved here
and built a boatyard just to the east of this, which
is now part of Lauderdale Marine Center. 1've grown
up in this industry and have a | ot of respect for what
you are doing. And of course ny main concern is
two-fold; the marine industry in general and the
i npact that this mght have on that. Also, | have an
interest in the property just south of the New River
along the corridor that they're speaking of here, and
we have been in conversations with Ray Hol zwei ss and
his team It is our desire to continue those
di scussions in a way that is positive.

Qur concern is very sinply that one of the
proposed ways, it seens to be after seeing this, the
preferred way is to build a second railway 35 feet to
the west of the existing railway. And while that's in
their corridor, that would severely inpact the marina
now known as Marina Mle Yachting Center. And that's
of course a great concern to us because that marina
property was bought in the mddle of '07 right before

t he econony started to go down, and of course all of
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us in the marine industry know how fragile the marine
industry is with respect to the general econonic
consi der ati ons.

| would like to see and nake the comment t hat
nore thought and consideration be given to building
that one alternative -- | think it was the first
alternative back there on the board, which is to build
a bridge in place. | think while that cost may be
several mllion dollars, the inpact to our property
woul d exceed that, at |least that's our position. It
woul d al so be able to provide an alternative that
m ght have | ess environnental inpact. Those studies |
think are not conpleted yet, and |I'm not an

environnentalist, so | can't comment on that, but

there are sone issues there, 1 think.
We think that the bridge as it stands -- | read
somewhere where it was a hazard to navigation -- and

"Il be happy to speak with a Coast Guard
representative after this, | don't want to tal k about
it now -- but I'mnot sure what the distance in the

wi dth of the Andrews Avenue bridge is, | don't think
that's 60 or 70 feet, | may be incorrect in that --
but at least to say that one of the things to consider
is to prop up the bul khead supporting the bridge, do

sone nmai nt enance that can be done. | realize it's an
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old structure, | don't know -- certainly we don't want
any unsafe structures in railroad bridges, but it
shoul d be able to be fixed, I think, w thout too nuch
addi ti onal work.

Again, we're looking forward to working wth
DOT and seeing if there's a way that we can cone to an
agreenment to maybe mtigate sone of the concerns that
we have.

Thank you.

MR. YOUNG W thank you for your conments,
sir. We'Ill continue to have these discussions wth
you.

MR, DENI SON:  Thank you.

MR. YOUNG The second card | have is David
Hol e.

MR. HOLE: Good evening. M nane is David
Hole. | also amwith the Marina MIle Yachting Center
currently operating the property as its general
manager .

What | wanted to talk to you about tonight or
how | wanted to start was, is this project really
needed and who is paying for it? And the reason | ask
"I's this project really needed,” is currently | see
that we're | ooking at seven to ten freight trains

com ng through on this one track every day, and one of
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t he proposals that was elimnated was that there could
be a fixed air drawbridge that's there. There's
currently two tracks that's already in existence, and
we certainly don't see train traffic com ng through
there |ike Hi ghway 95 right now.

So ny question probably would be to the
representative of the railroad is why aren't those two
current tracks being shared by Antrak, CSX, and
whoever el se uses those?

Qoviously, a project like that just affects the
whol e community. It can be very positive in a way, it
can put a lot of people to work, and I think it could
be a very beneficial thing, but | don't think the
community fully understands how nmuch that a project
i ke that can inpact everybody in the surrounding
probably mle and beyond for anybody who's utilizing
the New River, especially west of 95 there as a
primary neans of their business.

| have experienced firsthand and spent two
years down in Mam while the 12th Avenue bri dge was
under construction. Now, the 5th Avenue bridge is
under construction, it may be finished right now And
on a weekly basis, sonetines on a daily basis, our
busi ness was affected very much so by noise. And |

understand that naybe it doesn't neet -- maybe it
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falls under current noise restrictions or whatever
they m ght be, but the pounding of pilings, it goes
ri ght throughout the nei ghborhood. And I know that
vari ous nei ghborhoods, various marinas, |ocal
busi nesses are very nuch going to be inpacted by that
noise, so | think that's a big consideration.

The other thing that, in ny opinion, I'"'mnot a
scientist, but I do know just from being around that
bri dge and seeing that construction that there was an
increase in manatee traffic. | brought this up at
public neetings before. They're still studying the
manatee all the tinme, and whether they seemto nove
around with warnmer waters or what that m ght be, but |
woul d ask that there'd be a study put towards the
manat ee and what effect they have in being drawn
t owar ds noi se.

O her than that, | think that that's all | want
to say. | think that this could be a positive thing
for the community, but | do think that the whole
community needs to take a serious |look at how this
will inpact them And | would urge that if this
construction project is to go ahead, that the FDOT or
CSX or the construction conmpany very nuch involves the
community as a whole and how that will affect them and

have them very nmuch a part of what you're doing on
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this project.

Thank you.

MR. YOUNG  Thank you for your comments, sir.

Gypsy Mller.

MR. M LLER  Thank you.

| don't know -- everybody el se got up here, |
could barely hear them so | hope you can hear ne. |
have a little bit of a cold.

MR. YOUNG Could you pl ease state your nane,
Sir

MR MLLER |'ve been chewing up and spitting
out denocrats all day | ong.

|'ve attended a few of these presentations.

THE COURT REPORTER  Coul d you state your nane,
pl ease.

MR. YOUNG Could you state your nane, please.

MR MLLER I'ma longtinme resident of
Fl am ngo Park, second generation there. 1've watched
FDOT and railroad projects always have roomfor their
nice tax-dollar-paid project, but no roomto protect
t he nei ghborhoods from sound. |'ve watched them w den
95. I've watched themtake away estuaries, making it
possi bl e for insurance conpanies to cone in and nmake
you get flood insurance since 1972 because of -- "oh,
we skirted around” -- "FDOT skirted around the EPA"
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t hi ngs.

I wonder how that bridge that exists now got
repaired with these extrusions into the waterway. |
have a great concern that the Florida Departnent of
Transportati on does not have the best interests of
anyone. \Wat they have an interest in is spending tax
dollars. |1've watched that railroad bridge go up over
there. "Oh, we got to have it here."” | was back
fighting when Rodstromwas a city conmm ssioner and
made this deal. So I've seen it all cone down to a
very basic thing.

| got a long speech | wote out here, | don't
need it because | can say it in very few words. FDOT
has not been a friend to Flam ngo Park G vic
Associ ation, the NewRi ver Republic.com or anybody that
lives south of Davie Boulevard. And | thank you.

MR. YOUNG  Thank you, sir.

Ed Ruff.

MR. RUFF: Good evening, gentlenen.

We bought Jackson Marine Center five years
ago -- six years ago, in '05  And we now have all the
permts to conplete redevel opnent it, but because of
the econom c downturn that's put on hold for a while,
but those permits are there and were very costly and

we want to devel op the property in the future. So any
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i nprovenent of the bridge is a good thing for us. |
mean, if that bridge | ooks better in the future, that
will be very nice.

Are you going to answer what we tal k about here
and discuss it tonight or are you just taking notes
and then a report wll cone later?

MR. YOUNG Yeah, this is a formal conment
period for you to express your opinions about the
proj ect and any questions we can answer one on one
af terwards.

MR. RUFF: Onh, afterwards. So you're not going
to really discuss these things in an open forunf

MR. YOUNG No, that's not the intent of this
testinony period.

MR. RUFF. COkay. Well, we discussed back there
about the entrance road and the fact that each tine
there's a project along there with the rail system
that that road suffers further deterioration fromthe
construction vehicles and fromthe effort, you know,
21st Avenue runs all the way down to our property on
the north side of the river. Skip is just across the
water fromus on the south side.

So anything that you can do to tell us what you
can do about that road during this construction since

your easenent goes to the west side of that road, it
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seens possibly there's sone responsibility there or
some effort you can nake on your part while you're in
there to fix up that road.

The second thing that inmrediately concerned
ne -- there's a lot of things that concern nme until |
really get it in ny understanding -- |'ve been
devel oping this for a long tine, but, you know, this
is really quite a conplex project you' re doing here.
It's that the anmount of tine that the waterway will be
closed, it's very inportant to us -- we're on the west
side, as Skip is -- you know, huge busi nesses goi ng
west and literally a couple thousand boats, probably
upwards of 200 feet -- it's very inportant about how
much tinme that that is going to be closed down and the
nunmber of nonths that it takes or years to build it.
So anything that you can do during your
pl anning process to mtigate and reduce that anount of
time -- now, on that bridge there's nobody that |ives
on either side of it, so maybe you can do sone things,
you know, when there's less boat traffic. You know,
there are periods of tine during the day where there's
| ess boat traffic and periods of tinme where there's
nore boat traffic. So if you' re going to shut it
down, you know, consider those different tines as you

do it.
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| mean those are two main things; any
encroachnment on our property, | don't think there is,
so |'m not concerned about that. One or two of those
bri dge designs would put it right dowm the m ddle of
our property, so that'd be kind of expensive for you
guys.

So at any rate, we'll keep watching it.
appreciate you com ng here and neki ng your
presentation and we'll | ook for your answers. Ckay?
You are going to answer these things, right?

MR. YOUNG Yes, sir.

MR RUFF: Oficially.

MR. YOUNG Many of these details will be
wor ked out in the design phase and we'll continue our
public invol venent.

MR. RUFF: Thanks very nmuch. Thank you.

MR. YOUNG The last card | have is Ed Murphy.

MR MJRPHY: M nane is Ed Murphy. |'mthe
president of Flam ngo Park G vic Association.

Basically just a few comments that | just want
to make that -- we have put together in other
guestionnaires from peri ods of other neetings, but |
just want to nake sure that our concerns are net.

One of them | saw on your screen about the

general contractor has to conply with noise
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restrictions and requirenents. How is the DOl goi ng
to nonitor that? |Is there a way that DOl is going to
nmonitor the noise comng fromthe work and
construction work? | want to, you know, see a way how
DOT plans to do that.

The other thing is Flam ngo Park, we have a
nice green area at the end of our nei ghborhood and we
want to make sure that that stays that way. | don't
want it to be used as a staging area for the
construction. | don't want it used for a lunch area
for the workers. We'd |like, as we asked before, to
see a construction fence, just a six-foot chain link
fence with even a dust screen on it, silt screen, to
keep the dust out of the park. W want to keep that a
green area for our nei ghborhood.

Anot her thing, a coment, is that one of the
options | ooked |ike the bridge would be built adjacent
to the existing bridge; and if that is the case, the
existing bridge -- it appears for that, that's where
the restriction is on the waterway. |If they're going
to keep the existing bridge there, the restriction
will stay.

So | just want -- you know, how is that going
to conply with the Coast Guard if we build adjacent to

it and keep the existing bridge there?
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And lastly, 1'd like to see after construction
starts; six weeks, four weeks, an arbitrary date that
we have another public neeting to nake sure that the
construction is going to according to what our w shes
are, what the plans are, and there's nothing that's
going to be, you know, grossly, you know, negligent
that the public can conme back in and state sonething
about .

Thank you.

MR. YOUNG  Thank you, sir.

The intent would be, we replace the bridge
adj acent and the existing bridge would be renpved.

Those are all the cards that | have.

If there's anybody el se that w shes to speak,
pl ease rai se your hand and you'll have the
opportunity.

(M. MIller raised his hand.)

MR. YOUNG Yes, sir. Please cone to the
m crophone and state your nane.

MR. MLLER Again, ny nanme is Gypsy Mller. |
know | sounded like a hothead a little bit ago, but
there's plenty reason for it.

I would like to address sone of the comments
that 1| made earlier. And one of themwas in 1972 when

nmy parents bought the house, you didn't have to have

f Toll Free: 800.211.3376
Facsimile: 954.331.4418

Suite 1300

E S l IRE 515 East Las Olas Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

an Alexander Gallo Company www.esquiresolutions.com




© 00 N oo o1~ W DN PP

N I N N N N o o e e o o o L =
o A W N P O © ® N O O b W N P O

PUBLI C MEETI NG January 25, 2011

33
fl ood i nsurance. Wen they w dened 95 or brought 95
in, they covered up an estuary, the water had nowhere
to go except cone into the neighborhoods. No
provi sion was nade for that, no storm water, nothing
i ke that was provided for the neighborhood. So what
happened, the nei ghborhoods fronted the cost, besides
the tax dollar, fronted the cost of 95.

The same thing happened when it canme to the
noi se, you had plenty of roomto w den the road, but
no roomfor a sound wall. You had plenty of roomto
build a 595 ranp, but no roomfor a sound wall. You
had plenty of roomto build a railroad bridge up over
the water, no roomfor a sound wall.

Wel |, are you guys getting the nessage yet? |
think that a |ot of the nei ghborhood is not going to
put up with any nore nonsensical projects. | feel
sorry about that bridge. | amnot against the
railroad, replacing that bridge, but | amfor
protecting the neighborhood. And I'lIl tell you right
now, the way that you guys are going about it does not
prot ect the nei ghborhood. That railroad track shoul d
be fenced off at mninmm and there should not be any
at all goings on |like what the city did, abandon that
road when they did the sewer project. The city kind

of left 21st Avenue on its own, cut through the park.
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You know, the governnment is all good for naking
projects, and then shorten the people on it.

Thank you.

MR. YOUNG Thank you

Does anyone el se wish to make a conment at this
time?

(No response fromthe audi ence.)

MR, YOUNG |If no one else desires to speak, |
wish to remnd you that witten statenents, and/or
exhibits, may be presented in lieu of (or as support
to) oral statenents made here tonight.

Witten statenents nay be sent to the attention
of M. Ray Hol zweiss, P.E., at the Florida Departnent
of Transportation, District Four Ofice at 3400 West
Commerci al Boul evard, Fort Lauderdal e, Florida
33309-3421. If witten statenents are received within
10 days after the day of this hearing, they will be
i ncluded as part of this hearing.

The verbati mtranscript of tonight's oral
proceedi ngs, together with all the material displayed
at this hearing, will be nade a part of the public
record and the project decision-making process and
will be available for public review at the District's
office in Fort Lauderdal e.

Thank you for attending this public hearing and

f Toll Free: 800.211.3376
Facsimile: 954.331.4418

Suite 1300

E S l IRE 515 East Las Olas Boulevard
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

an Alexander Gallo Company www.esquiresolutions.com




© 00 N o o b~ wWw N P

N NN N NN P P P P P PR PR R E
g N W N P O © 0 ~N O O A W N P O

PUBLI C MEETI NG January 25, 2011
35

for providing your input into this project.
At 7:13 this hearing is officially concl uded.
Thank you very nmuch for attending.

(Public hearing concluded at 7:13 p.m)
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including 35, is a true and correct transcription of ny
st enographi c notes of the Public Hearing at 300 Gulf Stream
Way, Dani a Beach, Florida, on the 25th day of January, 2011
commenci ng at 6:35 p. m
| further certify that | amneither attorney or
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parties to the action in which this statenent is taken; and
further that | amnot a relative or enployee of any
attorney or counsel enployed by the parties hereto, or
financially interested in the action.
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